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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Exarnining Authority 
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2. This REPORT consists of a total of . 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Basis of the report 
n Q Priority 

IU [~1 Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



IV □ 
V 

VI □ 

vn □ 
vni I I 



Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial apphcability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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itei ^jpU application No, 

PCT/JP2003/007367 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
^ the international application as originally filed 

| | the description: 

pages - — 

pages . — 

pages . 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



| I the claims: 
pages 



, as originally filed 



pages 
pages 



9 as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



| | the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



m , filed with the letter of 



[ | the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages . . 



, as originally filed 



_ s filed with the demand 



pages 



_ , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 

1 the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this ^ which is: 

The^ elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language w 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
[~~| the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
' preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
| | contained in the international application in written form. 
| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure m the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence hsnng has 
been furnished. 

I 4 - CD amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

1 | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 



| | the drawings, sheets/fig 

r-l This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made since they have been considered to go 
5- LI b e y ond Jtiie disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

I and 70.17). , . 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-18 



1-18 



1-18 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 62-93227 A (Nippon Noyaku Co., Ltd.), 28 
April 1987 

Document 2: JP 7-277975 A (Pola Chemical Ind. , Inc.), 24 
October 1995 

Document 3: JP 7-223971 A (Pola Chemical Ind., Inc.), 22 
August 1995 

Document 4: JP 60-228412 A (Terumo Corp.), 13 November 
1985 

Document 5: US 5229447 A (Saiden Chemical Ind., Co., 

Ltd.) , 20 July 1993 
Document 6: WO 96/10995 Al (Berwind Pharmaceutical 

Services, Inc.), 18 April 1996 
Document 7: JP 4-29917 A (Shiseido Co., Ltd.), 31 
January 1992 

Document 8: JP 55-49570 B2 (Terumo Corp.), 12 December 
1980 

Document 9: JP 54-140713 A (Lion Hamigaki Kabushiki 

Kaisha) , 01 November 1979 
Document 10: EP 1138314 A2 (Taro Pharmaceutical Ind., 
Ltd.), 04 October 2001 

Document 1 indicates that compounds represented by 
general formula (1) of the present international 

application e xhibit an anti-fungal activity. 
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Document 2 indicates combining an anti- fungal agent 
with a film- forming agent, a plasticizer and the like for 
use, and presents ethylcellulose or the like as the film- 
forming agent. 

Document 3 indicates combining an anti-fungal agent 
with ethylcellulose, a plasticizer and the like for use. 

Document 4 indicates combining an anti -fungal agent 
with a film-forming resin, a plasticizer and the like for 
use, and presents ethylcellulose or the like as the film- 
forming resin. 

Document 5 indicates that it is possible for 
polyoxyethylene nonylphenyls or the like to impart 
plasticity. 

Document 6 indicates that each type of "pluronic" 
(F86, etc.) is a solid plasticizer. 

Document 7 indicates mixing an anionic surfactant 
with an agent for external use on the skin, and indicates 
that doing so will increase the absorption of the active 
components via the skin. 

Document 8 discloses an anti- fungal coating 
composition wherein an organic solvent with a low boiling 
point such as acetone "acts to impart tackiness, 
spreadability, an immediate coating- forming property, 
expandability and contractibility to the base material for 
a coating, acts to equalize the anti-fungal agent in order 
to increase the stability in relation to the coating 
agent, and acts to increase the permeability of the anti- 
fungal agent by improving adhesion to the skin." 

Document 9 discloses an agent for external use, 
which comprises a mixture of a film- forming substance, an 
acetone and a methylethylketone . 

Document 10 indicates combining an anti- fungal agent 
with a polymeric film- forming agent, a plasticizer, a 
volatile solvent and the like for use as a "nail varnish"; 
presents a hydrophobic cellulose or the like as the 
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polymeric film-forming agent; presents a polyethylene 
glycol, propylene glycol or the like as the plasticizer; 
and presents an acetone or the like as the volatile 
solvent . 



Claims 1-18 

The invention set forth in claims 1-18 does not 
involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1-10 
cited in the international search report. 

With regards to claim 1, the feature of configuring 
a composition by combining an anti-fungal agent with a 
film- forming component and a plasticizer is well known as 
indicated in documents 2-4; therefore, it would be easy 
for a person skilled in the art to conceive of using the 
components that are disclosed in document 1 as active 
components which exhibit an ant i- fungal property, and of 
also combining such active components with a film- forming 
component and a plasticizer. In addition, it is common 
practice to set conditions related to the optimal range of 
plasticizers that may be used at that time. 

With regards to claims 2-17, it is common practice 
for a person skilled in the art to select a known compound 
such as ethylglucose as the film- forming component, and to 
select a known compound that has polyoxyethylene groups or 
the like as the plasticizer. In addition, it is common 
practice to add an anionic surfactant to such a 
composition in order to increase the permeability of the 
active component, and to add an organic solvent to such a 
composition in order to adjust the properties of the film. 
Furthermore, it is impossible to confirm that delimiting 
the use of these specific components results in an 
especially prominent effect that could not have been 
predicted by a person skilled in the art. Moreover, it is 
common practice to coat compositions that comprise an 
anti-fungal agent upon nails or the lxke. 
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With regards to claim 18, a person skilled in the 
art could determine an order for adding the components in 
the composition, as necessary, and it is impossible to 
confirm that the specific order for adding the components 
that is delimited in the present international application 
results in an especially prominent effect that could not 
have been predicted by a person skilled in the art. 
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